Modern Retrospective

“SERGE CHARCHOUNE:
The Early Years,” a museum-
style exhibition of works by
the Russian-born, French
painter will be on view at
New York’s Rosenberg & Co.
through July 11.

This is the first posthu-
mous solo exhibit of the art-

ist’s work in New York, and
features 36 pieces drawn from

the European avant-garde. By
1916, he was living in Barce-
lona among the many other
artists who had fled to Spain
as World War I began. It was
there that he began developing
his own style, dubbed “Orna-
mental Cubism,” although
he was also strongly aligned
with the Dada movement. This
style combined certain aspects

his early artistic period.
Charchoune defied easy
categorization during his
career, as he drew from Cub-
ism, abstraction, and repre-
sentation throughout his life.
Concerning the years between
1916 and 1930, this show
explores Charchoune’s period
of experimentation while he

22 ART&ANTIQUES JUNE 2023

of Analytic Cubism, of whom
the most notable proponent
was Pablo Picasso, with the
influence of Moorish design
and architecture.

The show at Rosenberg
traces the evolution of Char-
choune’s work as he incorpo-
rated these influences from
Dadaism, Cubism, and Span-
ish and Moorish architecture,

through to his shift
toward a more Purist
form after his intro-
duction to the Ger-
man thinker Rudolf
Steiner and theosophy.
During this period, he
even explored certain
techniques, like drip
painting, that would
come to be essen-
tial elements of the
abstract expressionist
movement.
Contrasting works
like Composition—
Guitare puriste (1929)
and Les Verres Verts (1927),
for example, we can see Char-
choune’s undulation between
styles. In Composition, the
guitar is rendered in a Pur-
ist style, deconstructed into
simplified forms, yet with an
element of decoration and
detail that is more aligned
with the Cubist movement.
Les Verres Verts, on the other
hand, eschews detail to create

abstracted, flat depictions of
the glasses (les verres) refer-
enced in the title.

Sentier calligraphe (1917)
shows another side of the art-
ist. Here, a curved line dives
in and over itself in the center
of the canvas, with a gradu-
ated series of colored outlines
surrounding it, moving toward
the canvas’s outer edges.

Cubisme ornemental (1922)
is one of the more complex
works on view, consisting of
interlocking lines and boxes
interspersed with curvilinear
shapes, more reminiscent of
the decorative aspects of Cub-
ism. And La maison d’en face
(1928) depicts a kind of Purist
blueprint, taking the familiar,
flattened interior perspective of a
home and reducing it to its most
basic architectural components.
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MUSEUM PURCHASE WITH FUNDS FROM AN ANONYMOUS DONOR IN

COLLECTION OF THE FLINT INSTITUTE OF ARTS, FLINT, MICHIGAN.
HONOR OF BARBARA AND THE LATE BRUCE MACKEY, 2011.322

“James Brooks: A Painting Is a Real Thing” features a

comprehensive survey of the artist’s work comprised of

over 100 paintings, prints, and works on paper.
Our Summer issue offers the in-depth coverage of the art
world that our readers expect and that makes Art & An-
tiques an indispensable resource for collectors and aficio-
nados alike. In addition to our feature stories, essays, and
profiles, we preview the best auctions, gallery shows, and
museum exhibitions around the country and the world.

“Lavinia Fontana: Trailblazer, Rule Breaker” focuses on

“American Realism: Visions of America, 1900-1950” the late 16th-century Bolognese figure widely considered
brings together works by iconic American artists from the to be the first woman artist to achieve professional success
early 20th century seeking to define “American Art”. beyond the confines of a court or a convent.
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ALSO FEATURED IN
SUMMER 2023

Exhibitions:

“Dakota Modern: The Art
of Oscar Howe” at the South
Dakota Art Museum

“Remedios Varo: Science
Fictions” at the Art Institute
of Chicago
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The Art of Oscar Howe
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Remedios Varo

BONUS DISTRIBUTION AT SUMMER EVENTS:
* Objects of Art Santa Fe
« Hamptons Fine Art Fair

Ad reservation deadline: JUNE 9
Materials due: JUNE 13
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ABOUT ART & ANTIQUES

Every issue of Art & Antiques is edited with the serious art
aficionado in mind, a reader whose passion is acquiring and
living with art, antiques, and fine collectibles. The magazine’s
aim is to inspire interest in the fine and decorative arts
through informed news and commentary, exciting

discovery articles, and in-depth features that showcase
these beautiful and important treasures.
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